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Brussels 21 September 2015

The Sustainable Development Goals 2015-2030: potential for AquaFed and
Private Water Operators to Contribute
On the 14th and 15th of September 2015, AquaFed (the International Federation of Private
Water Operators) organised a seminar to mark the Federation’s 10th anniversary.
The event was organised in the context of the conclusion of the international negotiations on
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s). The “2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development” should be ratified by the UN general assembly during a special summit between
the 25th and 27th of September in New York.
The AquaFed’s event provided the opportunity to bring together representatives from the public
sector, private sector and civil society coming from Africa, the Americas and throughout
Europe.
Mamadou Dia, the President of AquaFed set the tone by stating “the Sustainable Development
Goals for water and sanitation can only be reached by 2030 if there is a perfect synergy
between the different stakeholders all working together to improve the access to water and
sanitation to people throughout the world.”
The rich discussion with panellists and the participants delivered strong messages about the
potential to create effective partnerships to ensure sustainable societies in the future that
included:











The necessity to recognise the respective roles of consumers, governments, civil
society and professional service operators and to coordinate the actions of each of
these actors in order to deliver drinking water to everybody in ways that overcome
major obstacles.
The requirement to set up policies and rules for transparency, monitoring and open
exchange of information in systems of good water governance.
The recognition that access to water and sanitation are at the heart of sustainable
development so it is necessary to engage all stakeholders: women and men in the
field, governments, the public and private sectors.
The opportunities to be seized to recognise and to mobilize the talents of women (half
the world’s human resource) in all aspects of water operations.
The need to make the real value of water apparent and embrace realistic approaches
to water economics that constitute an essential element of financing water services.
The requirement to recognise and apply an integrated approach to planning and
managing the benefits and risks of water resources and water services.
The significance of the essential roles that monitoring and reporting progress and the
communication of results play in achieving ambitious objectives.
The recognition that in conditions of rapid urbanisation, peri-urban areas are
particularly impacted by the lack of access to drinking water and sanitation and
therefore need special attention.
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Over the last 10 years, AquaFed has contributed considerably to promoting multi-partner
cooperation in the field of water. The Federation stresses the priority needs of satisfying
water users and meeting the expectations of modern societies.
AquaFed has systematically encouraged the inclusion of a sustainable development goal for
water. The water goal (Goal 6) and its targets and indicators, represents a real breakthrough
in placing water management centre stage in achieving all three dimensions of sustainable
development (Society, Economy and Environment) and the eradication of poverty worldwide.
This Goal gives full political recognition to the important role that water plays in its many
dimensions to underpin, support and enable the long term sustainable development of
sustainable, healthy and vibrant societies in all continents.
The parties at the meeting agreed that, in a world where all stakeholders must be involved,
there is a clear role for private operators to play and a high expectation of them in the
realisation of the United Nations vision for a sustainable world without poverty and in which
no one is left behind.
Having been a strong advocate of the “full water cycle approach” to the water SDG, AquaFed
has strong expectations for its members to contribute to its realisation and to providing better
services to the billions of people in the world today, that do not benefit from the access to, or
quality of, water and sanitation services they are entitled to expect.

###
AquaFed is the International Federation of Private Water Operators. Open to companies and
associations of companies of all sizes and from all countries, it aims to contribute to solving water
challenges by making Private Sector know‐how and experience available to the international
community. It brings together more than 300 water companies that serve hundreds of millions of
people in 40 countries. Members of the Federation participate actively in the improvement of water
and sanitation services, thus contributing to make the human right to safe drinking water and
sanitation effective for people.
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Annexe
The 17 Sustainable Development Goals

Goal 6 and its Targets
Goal 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all
6.1 By 2030, achieve universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking water for
all
6.2 By 2030, achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all and
end open defecation, paying special attention to the needs of women and girls and those in
vulnerable situations
6.3 By 2030, improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping and minimizing
release of hazardous chemicals and materials, halving the proportion of untreated
wastewater and substantially increasing recycling and safe reuse globally
6.4 By 2030, substantially increase water-use efficiency across all sectors and ensure
sustainable withdrawals and supply of freshwater to address water scarcity and substantially
reduce the number of people suffering from water scarcity
6.5 By 2030, implement integrated water resources management at all levels, including
through transboundary cooperation as appropriate
6.6 By 2020, protect and restore water-related ecosystems, including mountains, forests,
wetlands, rivers, aquifers and lakes.
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Annex 2
List of Participants
Mamadou Dia

Jack Moss

President of AquaFed; Vice President of
Sénégalaise des Eaux and Director
Eranove
Executive Director AquaFed

International Organisations
Anthony Cox
Joakim Harlin
Gérard Payen

OECD - Deputy Director - Environment
Directorate
Senior Water Advisor- UN Development
Programme
Member of the UN Secretary’s Advisory
Board on Water (UNSGAB); Honorary
President of AquaFed

Civil Society Organisations
Joppe Cramwinkel,

Water Director, World Business Council
for Sustainable Development

Richard Flint

WaterAid trustee and CEO Yorkshire
Water
Head of Water Stewardship at WWF
International
Executive Director – African Water
Association
Steering Committee member of Women
for Water partnership, member of Butterfly
Effect NGO coalition.

Stuart Orr
Sylvain Usher
Lesha Witmer

Public Sector
Barbara Anton
Baï-Mass Taal

Coordinator, Water – ICLEI - Local
Governments for Sustainability
Executive Secretary - African Ministers
Council on Water

AquaFed Member Companies
Verena Ginter

Project Manager Remondis Aqua
International

Fernando Reis

Chief Executive Officer - Odebrecht
Ambiental

